Epilogue:

A Fremont County Regional Art Exhibit was held October 11th thru 24th, 1981 (sixteen days after Dwight’s death).  I entered Dwight’s “People at Booth-State Fair” in his memory, not realizing that the local entrants might perceive it as an improper thing to do.  Out of 121 paintings entered in the show, his won “1st Place Professional.”  Feathers were ruffled. However, I did not gain from it as the $15 prize money had to go to the estate.

Later, the Canon City Daily Record reported, “The painting ‘People at Booth: Colorado State Fair,’ the last finished work by F. Dwight Kirsch, was donated to the Canon City Fine Arts Center.  The piece was donated in his memory by his niece, JoAnn (Kelly) Alexander, after his death on Sept. 25, 1981.  In a letter to the director (Chuck Morris), Alexander said, ‘It was his custom to present one of his paintings to an art center or museum which was of special interest to him.  The Canon City Fine Arts Center gave him a one-man show in 1977 and the directors and various board members were kind to him during the nearly six years he lived at the Colorado State Veterans Home in Florence.’”  (Fittingly enough, the director of the Fremont Center for the Arts is Ann Jennings Kelly, a Grand-niece of Dwight and Truby Kelly Kirsch.)

===============================================

Brooks Kelly, Ph.D.’s special Note:

For many years (1981-2001) I watched and encouraged JoAnn Kelly Alexander develop the manuscript outline for this book (using an ancient word processor).  During this time period, I had many talks with JoAnn about her dream of (one day) finishing this book, and was tremendously elated when she asked me to help her do editing.  After moving all the files over to my computer (2001) (from 14 floppy disks - the text of which had absolutely no formatting whatsoever..), I very quickly realized that I would have to re-write absolutely everything, i.e. the entire, very rough manuscript, yet attempt to retain all grammatical colloquialisms presented in our reference material (letters, news articles, etc.).  Thus I got to write this story (finished April 2003) in what I figured could quite possibly be Kirsch’s own words. It was a lot of work. It has taken almost 8 years to get it all done.
It wasn’t straight forward. There were a number of folks, who, oddly enough, constantly and consistently tried to talk us out of doing this work. Thank god I persevered.
Enjoy!!!
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